
 

Suggestions for declarations to be included in the PhD thesis (not cumulative thesis) 
 
Background:    
 

1. Many research projects involve scientific collaborations and these can have many facets 
including, for example, assistance with theoretical/experimental aspects of the work, provision 
of samples for experiments described in the thesis or generation of data from samples provided 
by the author of the thesis. Such contributions should be recognizable and explicitly defined in 
the thesis. Please note, scientific collaborations are different from paid-for services (e.g. protein 
analytics). The latter should be mentioned in the Materials and Methods section. If in doubt 
about what should be included in your declaration, please consult your thesis supervisor(s).  

2. In many cases, (part) of the data presented in the thesis will have been published already in the 
form of figures, tables and/or text. Noting that a PhD thesis is also a publication, it is imperative 
that copyright permission is obtained and cited for these items and, where applicable, co-author 
agreements are accessible. 

 
Option 1: Thesis consists solely of work generated by the doctoral candidate und supervision 
of his/her advisors 
 
Please use the following format for the declaration:  
 
Except where stated otherwise by reference or acknowledgment, the work presented was generated by 
myself under the supervision of my advisors during my doctoral studies. 
 
Whenever a figure, table or text is identical to a previous publication, it is stated explicitly in the thesis 
that copyright permission and/or co-author agreement has been obtained. 
 
The following parts of the thesis have been previously published: 
 

- Chapter “XYZ”  
- Figure(s) “XYZ” 
- Table(s) “XYZ”  

 
 
Option 2: Thesis contains collaborative work 
 
Please use the following format for the Declaration: 
 
“Except where stated otherwise by reference or acknowledgment, the work presented was generated 
by myself under the supervision of my advisors during my doctoral studies. All contributions from 
colleagues are explicitly referenced in the thesis. The material listed below was obtained in the context 
of collaborative research: 
 
Fig. X: title, collaboration partner (name, institution), his/her contribution, my own contribution 
 
Table X: title, collaboration partner (name, institution), his/her contribution, my own contribution 
 
- other contributions e.g. text or equations  
 
Whenever a figure, table or text is identical to a previous publication, it is stated explicitly in the thesis 
that copyright permission and/or co-author agreement has been obtained. 
 
The following parts of the thesis have been previously published: 
 

- Chapter “XYZ”  
- Figure(s) “XYZ” 
- Table(s) “XYZ” “ 

 
 


