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Mihai Grigore (Mainz):
“Religion and Territory.

Religious Policy in State Building in the Danubian
Principalities from the 14th to the 16th Centuries”

In this paper, I am interested in showing the close link between religious policy, especially that of
confessional option, and the politicization of space in the building of territorial states. My focus lays on the
two Danube Principalities of Wallachia and Moldavia, which implemented their state building owing to three
decisive steps: the jurisdictional option in favour of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Constantinople; the
territorial and social implementation of the Byzantine Orthodoxy by institutional infrastructure and monastic
reform; the orthodox enculturation of the two Wallachian principalities. By such dynamics, cultural and
historical phenomena transform the abstract geographical space into political space of the state.

Tuesday, November 8 2022, 18:15 – 19:45 CET | Campus Westend, Seminarhaus SH 4.105

Frankfurt POLY Lectures on

Space and Religion I

Director: Prof. Dr. Birgit Emich
Chair of Early Modern History Goethe University Frankfurt a. M.

PO
LY

Polycentricity and Plurality
of Premodern Christianities

Winter Term 2022/23


