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policy. However, the institutional maze of

contemporary Northern Irish governance,

coupled with the lack of an integrated,

long-term vision amongst policy makers,

produces practical public policy on segre-

gation that lags behind ‘rhetorical commit-

ments’ (p. 170).

The main triumph of this work lies in the

skilful use of empirical material to illustrate the

pervasive presence of sectarian segregation in

the life world of many Belfast residents and the

difficulties of imaging a pluralist society beyond

segregation and division. Interestingly some of

this material, such as the finding that work-

places located in mixed or neutral areas draw

employees almost equally from segregated

neighbourhoods, suggests that something can

be done to promote integration. Furthermore, it

is refreshing to see social policy engaged with,

and assessed, in an expansive manner with its

successes, as well as failures, noted. All too

often it seems that writers in our discipline

criticise rather than critique policy and the

utility of policy in effecting social change is

denied. This book stresses the importance of

space and segregation in the (re)production of

sectarian division and the need for post-conflict

policy that is much more attune to the

dominance of territoriality in Northern Ireland

(see Graham and Nash 2006).

Though concise and well written at times

the book feels more like a collection of papers,

and the connection between chapters can seem

rather oblique. More use might have been

made of qualitative material: despite the

commitment to mixed methods, many of the

analysis chapters rely on quantitative material

only. A final criticism relates to terminology.

While the phrase ‘ethno-sectarian’ is used at

length, the term is not defined. This reader

would have found a brief outline of reasons for

using the term, and maybe its intellectual

lineage, helpful.

Belfast represents an important contri-

bution to the literature on both segregation

and contemporary Northern Irish society and

would be of interest to students of planning

and the built environment as well as geogra-

phy. In focusing attention upon the on-going,

and pervasive, nature of segregation in Belfast

this book provides a striking illustration of

the centrality of space and territory in the

construction of social difference and, poten-

tially, conflict. The power of segregation has

resonance far beyond the confines of the

painted kerbstones of Belfast streets. Racia-

lised ghettos abound across the Western

world, and this book is a timely reminder of

the catastrophic social effects of segregation.
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processes and ask how ‘space’ is used for

specific purposes. According to Bernd Belina

the production, control and appropriation of

space, ‘are and can be relevant always only in

relation to specific research questions’ (p. 25,

all translations by Marit Rosol). Thus, the

starting point for research in social sciences

should not be space as such or a specific spatial

scale, but must always be society and social

practices.

The social praxis in focus of Belina’s now

published dissertation is a politically charged

topic: that of crime and urban policing in the

USA, Germany and other countries. His

intention is to explain—based on a historic-

materialist perspective—how and why spatial

and scalar strategies are used by the state as

methods for ‘governing through crime’. This is

possible by legitimizing state measures and

discourses on ideological concepts like the

‘broken window’ thesis, as well as material

practices like video surveillance. Regarding

the aim of these strategies, Belina comments

that they make possible ‘adequate control and

management of the sector of the population

made economically superfluous’ (p. 270).

Their purpose is thus the policing of the poor

and ‘undesirables’.

Belina’s analysis of criminal law at the

beginning of the book—including both dis-

courses and law enforcement—contradicts the

‘prevalent idea that state politics of crime are a

reaction on behaviour which a majority would

regard as condemnable’ (p. 18). Following

Foucauldian and Marxist approaches, he

understands them as ‘a method of governing,

which allow for direct and indirect grips on

populations with the purpose of the reproduc-

tion of social relations and which in its core

secures the capitalist mode of production’

(p. 12).

Chapter 3 comprises the theoretical and

conceptual framework of Belina’s work.

He criticises ‘spatial and scalar fetishism’ and

the abstract proclamation of a ‘spatial turn’

and affirms his conviction that space and scale

are purpose-oriented means in spatial and

scalar strategies for pursuing economic,

political or social aims. Strategy means that

the own aim should be asserted against the

aims of others. This is necessarily related to the

disposition of instruments of power. Thus,

studying space and scale is only interesting ‘if

they are relevant for the explanation of social

processes’ (p. 79). If ‘space matters’, he argues,

it must always be analysed in specific empirical

research. Belina underpins his rationale with a

detailed critical review of existing literature on

‘spatial theories’. For his own theoretical

perspective he draws on Marx, Harvey and

Lefebvre, and on radical geography more

generally.

The following two chapters comprise the

deployment of these theoretical concepts on

the specific research object: politics of crime.

Belina first analyses spatial strategies. This

includes the critique of ideological concepts

such as ‘Broken Windows’, rhetorics of ‘Zero

Tolerance’, ‘New York’ and ‘Public Space’, as

well as material practices such as camera

surveillance, entering bans, evictions and

other forms of ‘keeping out’ the undesirables

(for example, beggars, drug addicts and

prostitutes). He sees the central achievement

of ‘Broken Windows’ as the construction of an

apparently evident connection between space

and crime. This is used to legitimate police

actions against deviations from ‘public order’.

More complex is the question of ‘Public

Space’, because this term seems to be

traditionally based on justice and equality.

But—and this is a most valuable critique by

Belina—neoconservatives and neoliberals

achieved reinterpreting the ideal of ‘public

access for all’ in order to justify expulsions

of ‘the undesirables’ from urban spaces.
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The purpose of all of these spatial strategies is

the criminalization of marginal deviation and

increased social selectivity of state action.

Belina considers this as governing crime

through space, ‘because the indirect crimina-

lization of the socially excluded is achieved by

reference to their spatial concentration’

(p. 194).

The second part is dedicated to scalar

strategies of US politics of crime. Belina

portrays the centralization of crime politics

from the 1960s until the 1980s and the

following re-municipalization which is based

on ‘Community Policing’ and the risen

importance of the local scale. Purpose of this

kind of policing according to the standards of

order of a neigbourhood instead of the central

state’s interpretation of the constitution are

‘new contents and competences for the police’

(p. 261).

In analysing in a critical manner the social

construction of space and scale on the basis of

a specific and politically very relevant object

(politics of crime), Bernd Belina makes an

insightful and comprehensive contribution to

‘spatial’ and political theory building. The

only critical remarks refer to the form. As the

book is the author’s dissertation, it is written

for academic readers familiar with both

political and spatial theory. However, the

topic itself would be very interesting for a

wider audience from citizens aware of civic

rights to radical political (reclaim the streets)

activists. Unfortunately it has not been re-

written in order to include them. At times, the

author also includes unnecessary detail to

make his point. Some more editing, shortening

and subdivision of chapters would have been

most useful for the interested reader, both

academic and non-academic.

Nonetheless, Belina’s works is very convin-

cing. He not only presents existing research on

‘spatial theories’ in a profound and reflective

manner, but also goes beyond just theoretical

considerations by showing in a concise analyti-

cal manner, with profound detail, the ways in

which spatial and scalar strategies are used in

politics of crime for the purpose of expanding

control. Belina enriches current geographical

and political debates in general, as well as

debates on the politics of crime in particular.

Thus,RaumÜberwachungKontrolle is relevant

both for critical geographical theory as for

political action. Inorder tomake it available toa

non-German-speaking audience, an English

translation is therefore highly recommended.

Marit Rosol q 2007
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A review and rejoinder

David Wilson

Inventing Black-on-Black Violence: Dis-

course, Space, and Representation

Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press,

2005.

xiv þ193 pp. $24.95 hardback (ISBN 0-815-

6308-08).

Introduction

Last year, we received a copy of David

Wilson’s Inventing Black-on-Black Violence.

After much discussion about possible

reviewers, we sent the book to Rickie Sanders,

who penned the following review. When she

sent us the review, she also encouraged us to

send it back to the author so that he might

have an opportunity to respond to some of her
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