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Chinatowns in Southeast Asia 
 
 
 

Chinatowns are part of many city centers of Southeast Asia, especially seaports or riverine cities, where the 
population is predominantly of Chinese origin. These quarters are characterized by shophouses combining 

living and working space e.g. in Penang. During the colonial times, the urban space was shaped by the 
interaction between the colonial government and different Asian communities. In recent years, Chinatowns 

like in Singapore take on a role as historical and touristic centers. 
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