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Fukushima prefecture has been hit by a multi-layered disaster, involving an 
earthquake, a tsunami, and a nuclear disaster. Iwaki City epitomizes the 
experience of Fukushima as it was not only hit by the above mentioned 
disasters, but also had to accept nuclear evacuees from neighboring towns. 
Within a society of victims suffering from various types and degrees of damage 
stemming from different root causes, laws and policies after Fukushima brought 
about social conflict within society and divided the affected into victims and 
non-victims or, in the case of Iwaki, the hosting residents and the evacuees. 
These social conflicts raise the question how victims are framed legally and 
socially and how the hosting communities should deal with the displaced 
persons.  

 
Monday, January 25, 2016, 6:00 pm 

Campus Westend, SH 1.107 (seminar house) 
 

Saori Kawazoe is a doctoral student in Waseda University (Tokyo) and a visiting 
researcher at Iwaki Meisei University (Fukushima). She conducted her in-depth 
sociological research and field work in Iwaki City after the Great East Japan 
Earthquake, and has been participating in the disaster archive project of Iwaki Meisei 
University.  
 
 
This lecture is part of our Lecture Series within the IZO’s research project 
“Protecting the Weak. Entangled Processes of Framing, Institutionalization and 
Mobilization in East Asia” funded by the Volkswagen Foundation. 
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