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 Objective

• To see the literature review as a model for your thesis 

• To appreciate the challenges associated with it

• To practice presenting your work in English

 

 Description

Formal contributions to scientific discourse typically include a literature review – it 

establishes an author’s position by outlining the ideas that inspire her and identify-

ing the results that support her views. In standard reports on work in empirical dis-

ciplines, the literature review appears as part of the introduction, which is the first of 

five sections in the empirical report: introduction, methods, results, discussion and 

conclusion. 

Within the introduction, the literature review can be followed by a specification of 

a research deficit. This is a point that the reviewed literature has not sufficiently ad-

dressed. A desire to fill this knowledge gap, to make our knowledge of the world more 

complete, motivates the research project and written reports on it. Accordingly, in the 

standard empirical report, the literature review sets the stage for a report on methods 

and results, followed by a discussion of results. The conclusion typically relates study 

results to those cited in the introduction’s literature review.

A literature review can also stand alone as a thesis, serving degree candidates who 

must demonstrate a proper ability to use scientific ideas and methods by conducting 

research and reporting responsibly on results. In this context the literature review it-

self is treated as original field work, as a survey that conducts research on published 

reports of research results. 

On the first day of this online workshop we look at an example of the literature re-

view as a stand-alone thesis and explore some of the organizational, stylistic and 

critical tasks associated with it. 

On the second day participants have an opportunity to practice presenting their work 

in English, including an outline of how they use the literature review.

 Methodology

Trainer input, text analysis, templates and worksheets, pair composition, presenta-

tion tips, discussion, feedback, reflection

 Organizational Information

Language English

Target group Graduate and Doctoral Candidates at all stages and Postdocs from the Humanities and Social 
Sciences. Emphasis on Linguistics

Date Friday, 6 May 2022, 10:00 – 13:00 & 14:00 – 17:00 
Friday, 13 May 2022, 10:00 – 13:00 & 14:00 – 17:00

Registration Online registration through the GRADE Center Language grade-language@em.uni-frankfurt.de is 
compulsory


