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This paper will begin with a brief general summary of our state of knowledge and ignorance regarding
age and language learning, including mention of the controversy surrounding the Critical Period
Hypothesis. It will then go on to discuss the question of the acquisition of additional languages by
older adult learners. The conditions for such learning will be contextualized, on the one hand, in
reference to such negative factors as the decline of the acuity of the senses and, on the other, in
reference to more promising indications, such as those that show that some aspects of learning, given
an active mind, continue until death. It will also discuss the cognitive benefits of bilingualism in the
elderly. The final part of the paper will address the matter of the teaching of additional languages to
learners in late middle age and in the “third age”- what planners and teachers need to be attentive to
and the areas in which they can expect late language learners to excel.
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